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In a work of fiction, a character is a person (though not necessarily a human being) in a narrative or drama. Characters may be flat (minor characters) or round (major characters). The main character in a story is generally known as the protagonist; the character who opposes him or her is the antagonist. Regardless if they are good or bad, characters are the fictional people that populate the world of whatever book we’re reading. An author will reveal character traits through things like their appearance, dialogue (speech), thoughts, how they respond to conflict, narrator descriptions, and even interactions with other characters. 
Do You Remember:
1) What is character and how is that different from a character? 2) What is direct characterization? 3) What is indirect characterization? 4) What is the difference between a character trait and a physical trait? 5) What is an inference? 6) What is a dynamic character? 7) What is a static character? 8) What is plot? 9) What is theme? 10) How do authors use characters to advance the plot of their story and support their thematic messages?  
Question of the Day:  What are character traits?

A character trait is a descriptive adjective that identifies a specific quality of a character. They’re the same types of words that we may use to describe ourselves and others. Through observations and interactions, we make inferences as well as conclusions about someone. When we reflect and/or explain pieces of someone’s personality, this is called characterization. (Think about how you portray your teachers or friends to your parents.) Simply put, characterization is the way an author shows and tells you about the fictional people in their story. It’s also the way an author helps us to get to know the characters of their book. As you read, watch, or listen to a literary work, the author is developing and revealing the characters and their traits. You can learn a lot about characters if you pay attention to their dialogue, actions, what the narrator says about them, their relationship with others, and sometimes how they change over time. Remember, characters are created with specific traits; authors do not give them random attributes through chance. An author creates characters with the purpose of helping the advancement of the plot and supporting their thematic messages. 
	Honest
Light-hearted
Leader
Expert
Brave
Conceited
Mischievous
Demanding
Thoughtful
Keen
Happy
Disagreeable
Simple
Fancy
Plain
	Excited
Studious
Inventive
Creative
Thrilling
Independent
Intelligent
Compassionate
Gentle
Proud
Wild
Messy
Neat
Joyful
Strong
	Bright
Courageous
Serious
Funny
Humorous
Sad
Poor
Rich
Tall
Dark
Light
Handsome
Pretty
Ugly
Selfish
	Unselfish
Self-confident
Respectful
Considerate
Imaginative
Busy
Patriotic
Fun-loving
Popular
Successful
Responsible
Lazy
Dreamer
Helpful
Simple-minded
	Humble
Friendly
Short
Adventurous
Hard-working
Timid
Shy
Bold
Daring
Dainty
Pitiful
Cooperative
Lovable
Prim
Proper
	Ambitious
Able
Quiet
Curious
Reserved
Pleasing
Bossy
Witty
Fighter
Tireless
Energetic
Cheerful
Smart
Impulsive
Loyal
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