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In today’s activity, we will continue to investigate personal narratives. Our lesson will answer the following questions:

1. What is a narrative?

2. What is a personal narrative?

3. How do you select a good topic for a personal narrative?

4. What things should a personal narrative contain?

5. How do I begin writing a personal narrative?

6. What does a personal narrative look like?

7. How can I improve my personal narrative?
#QOTD:
 How can I make my narrative personal, but maintain my professionalism?

#TOTD:
Everyone has a story to tell. But how it’s told is up to you.

Resources: “Silent but Deadly,” “Killing You with Kindness,” “An Eye for an Eye,” or “This Means War!” 

Instructions:  Students will receive a student model of a personal narrative. Your instructor will facilitate how the narrative is read. Afterwards, the students will answer the following questions in the graphic organizer. 

Let’s take a closer look at your model’s introduction.

	Analyzing the Introduction
	Student Answers and Comments

	Does the introduction contain an attention-grabbing opener? If so, please identify the technique that the author used and state if it was effective. 
	

	Does the introduction contain an exposition? (This can include a snippet or a basic overview of the setting, characters, and their complication/conflict.)
	

	Does the introduction contain a hook or clincher sentence? 
	

	Do you have additional comments about your model’s introduction? (Think about if the introduction supplied readers with enough details that set the scene.  
	


Now, we’re ready to focus on the body paragraphs.
	Examining the Body Paragraphs
	Student Answers and Comments

	Did the author provide the readers with a smooth transition from their introduction to their body paragraphs?
	

	Did the body paragraphs tell your readers what happened in the beginning, middle, and end of the story?  
	

	Are the events in chronological order?
	

	Did the author create a new paragraph for each major event?
	

	Did you notice  sensory details, concrete/descriptive language, and/or transitional words (phrases)?
	


It’s time to evaluate the conclusion.

	Did the author clearly tell their story without letting the readers know the meaning of the experience until the conclusion? #Suspense

	

	Does the conclusion contain a statement of importance or the significance of the event? (Is the meaningfulness of the incident clear and cleverly implanted in the story? #Kudos)


	

	If it is not listed in the body paragraphs, does the concluding paragraph deliver a resolution and summarize the significance of the event (at least one thematic message)? (Note: Thematic messages can be sprinkled throughout your narrative; however, in a work of this size, the general placement should be in/close to the conclusion.) 


	

	Throughout the story, is it written and told in a first person point of view?
	


Lastly, let’s complete an overall assessment.

	Is the narrative in a neatly defined, multi-paragraph composition with indentation at the beginning of each paragraph?


	

	Are all of the sentences written and punctuated correctly (first letter of the sentences are capitalized, proper nouns/adjectives are capitalized, sentences end with proper terminal punctuation marks)?


	

	Are there are any misspelled words?


	

	Is the dialogue properly used and written (identified with quotation marks, speech tags, etc.)?

Remember: New speaker, new paragraph


	

	Does the narrative focus on one subject, issue, event, or moment in time?


	

	Did the author use active voice to write their personal narrative?


	

	Did the author use a variety of sentence structures and types (statements, questions, commands, and exclamations)?

Hint: A combination of simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences can reduce the monotony of reading a narrative. 
	

	Any additional comments?
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