
· Do you have an attention-grabbing opener in your introduction? 
Start your personal narrative by getting your reader’s attention. In order to draw your readers into your story, it is essential that you have an interesting beginning. Remember the techniques I taught you in class: Ask a question; use dialogue, make a surprise statement/interesting fact; put your readers in the middle of a dramatic situation (rising/falling action-flashback); describe the setting; use an anecdote; make a thought provoking statement/prompt/question/command. 
· Did you set up the incident in your introduction?

Supply your readers with details that set the scene.  Tell them about the people and places involved. Or, you can give your readers the history of the incident. Regardless of your choice, establish a first-person point of view and maintain it throughout your narrative.
· Your events are in chronological order. 

Start telling your narrative from the beginning and describe the events in the order they happened. 

· Each event is represented by a body paragraph. 
Start a new paragraph for each major event.

· You use sensory/action details to describe your events. 
Use sensory details and concrete language to develop the plot, setting, and character(s) (e.g., vivid verbs, descriptive adjectives, and varied sentence structures). Sensory details will also help your readers understand the setting of the incident. Describe what you saw, heard, felt, smelled, and/or tasted. Remember to include the feelings of others too. Use action details to include the important steps that led to each event in your narrative. Give specific details so that it is clear what happened or what was said. 
· Transitional words and phrases are used to show the passage of time.
Transitional words and phrases will help your readers follow the order of events in your story. Words /phrases such as first, next, then, and no sooner than will help you connect your events.
· Your conclusion contains your final event that tells your readers how the incident ended.
Continue writing about each event, but don’t let your readers know the meaning of the experience until the conclusion. It’s better to keep them in suspense until the very end.

· Your narrative ends with a statement of importance or the significance of the experience.
In other words, what was the importance of the incident? State what the incident meant to you, if it taught you something (i.e. a valuable lesson), changed your life/perspective.
· Your narrative is in the proper format and ready for publishing.

· The narrative is a neatly defined, multi-paragraph composition with indentation at the beginning of each paragraph. 
· All of your sentences are written and punctuated correctly (first letter of the sentences are capitalized, and they end with proper punctuation marks). 
· There are no misspelled words.

· Dialogue is properly used/identified with quotation marks, speech tags, etc. 

· You have followed, obeyed, and applied the rules of Standard English. All questionable situations regarding your writing conventions have been addressed with your teacher or parent. 

· Your narrative excludes extraneous details and inconsistencies.

· You use a range of strategies (e.g., suspense, figurative language, dialogue, expanded vocabulary, flashback, etc). 
Notes:

After you have read and reviewed your narrative with your parent, please print and sign that you have completed the check list.
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