Plot Diagram 

{The plot is a blueprint of the story.  This blueprint is made up of all the major events/happenings in the story from the exposition (what we call the beginning of narrative stories) to the resolution (the things that happen at the end of the story.}
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  Exposition (Basic Situation)
· Characters

· Setting

· Conflict


The rising action is put into motion by the conflict. The rising action contains plot points, which are main events that happened while the main character(s) tried to solve the conflict which have began to develop.





The climax, also called turning point in short stories, is the most suspenseful part of the story where the main character(s) solves the problem or makes some major life changing decision or discovery. The actions of the main character or events that happen at the climax affect the resolution (how the story will end).





Things that happen after the climax but before the real ending/resolution of the story collectively are called falling action.





Themes are lessons about life that the readers are expected to learn through reading the story.  Moral is a synonym for theme. Themes of a story are rarely directly stated at the end, so the majority of the time you will have to infer the story’s theme(s) by analyzing what happened throughout the story.





The actions, decisions, and even character traits of the main character affect the resolution.  Resolution is how the story finally ended as a result of what the character(s) did or discovered during the climax. 





The beginning of any narrative story is called the exposition. You will always learn these three things in the exposition: characters (esp. main), setting, and the conflict.








