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Ray Bradbury

The Weird
“The Crowd” (1943)
Synopsis: A man becomes curious about the crowd which gathers around traffic accidents and similar events.
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Answer the following questions in complete sentences. When needed, provide textual evidence to support your responses. When you finish, share a link to your work on your period’s Google Class Doc.
1.
What is the setting of “The Crowd”? How does this affect the story? (Tip: Think about how the short story (1943) is similar and different to its 1985 film adaptation.)

2.
What is a protagonist? Who is the protagonist in “The Crowd”?

3. 
What is an antagonist? Who is the antagonist in “The Crowd”? Explain your answer. 
4.
After Mr. Spallner’s first accident, how does he feel about the crowd? Explain your answer and provide textual evidence to support your response. (Tip: Think about the questions Mr. Spallner has about the crowd and his perception of them while he was in the ambulance. Where did they come from? How did they get there so fast? What were they talking about? Why were they there? Line 284 of the story: “The crowd looked at him and he looked aback at them and did not like them at all. There was a vast wrongness to them. He couldn’t put his finger on it.”)
5. 
How does the doctor react to Mr. Spallner’s thoughts and feelings about the crowd?

6. 
Following his discharge from the hospital, Mr. Spallner observes two accidents. (Once you notice something, you cannot stop noticing it. Spallner becomes obsessed with the speed the crowd arrives, who is in the crowd, and their patterns.) What conclusion does Spallner make based upon his personal observation and research? Explain your response. (Tip: He looked at old photos of crowds at road accidents to confirm his suspicions.) 
7.
Between accidents, Spallner’s feelings about the crowd changes. Do you think Mr. Spallner has enochlophobia, agoraphobia, paranoia, and/or anxiety? If so, do you think any of these fears/phobias contribute to his feelings about the crowd? (Maybe the crowd makes him uneasy because he does not like to be the center of attention.) Explain your response. (Hint: Spallner believes the crowd is more than just curious about what is happening at the scene of an accident. Spallner feels the crowd is menacing and involved in a conspiracy. This makes him extremely anxious and paranoid about their appearances and behaviors.)
8.
Create a graphic organizer/table that identifies the conflict(s) in "The Crowd." 
9.
What power does Mr. Spallner believe the crowd possess? (Hint: Mr. Spallner begins to believe the crowd is part of a conspiracy after he observes them “innocently moving a body.”)
10.
Identify the point of view used in “The Crowd.” Do you think the author selected an appropriate style for narration?  Please explain your answer. 
11.
On the way to the police station, Mr. Spallner gets into a second accident. Why do you believe the crowd moves him? (Use inferential thinking to answer this question. Remember to support your answer with textual evidence.) 

12.
Do you believe Bradbury creates Spallner’s second accident as an act of fate? (Again, you will need to use inferential thinking to answer this question. Think about where Spallner was headed and what he was planning on doing. Before going to the police station, Spallner began showing up to accidents, looking for familiar members of the crowd, with the objective of speaking to them. But, something always prevented his plan. Think hard on this one and make sure that you support your answer with textual evidence.)

13.
Towards the end of the story, readers can assume the members of the crowd are actually . . . ? (Does Spallner know what the crowd is? Line 289)
14.
What happens to Mr. Spallner at the end of the story?
15.
Would it be accurate to describe the crowd as a mob of assassins? (Tip: Line 288. Could they be doing the work of Fate? How does Spallner feel about their actions? Is it murder?) Explain your answer and support it with textual evidence. 

16.
What is the climax of “The Crowd”?
17.
How does Bradbury create mystery and suspense in “The Crowd”? (Tip: Created a bulleted list.)
18.
What is ironic about “The Crowd”? (When explaining your answer, please make sure that you explain the type of irony used by Bradbury in your response.)
19.
Identify a theme/thematic message that can be found in “The Crowd”?  Explain your response and provide textual evidence to support your answer. (Help from Mr. Reed: Following the Crowd, Understanding Death, Impact of Fear)
20.
How did Bradbury use Mr. Spallner’s characteristics to advance the plot of the story? (Hint: Think about Spallner’s curiosity; it motivated him to look through newspaper photos of accidents and examine the members of the crowd.)

21.
What do you believe Bradbury is saying about humanity in “The Crowd”? (Tip: Read the Food for Thought for additional information about this question.)

Food for Thought: As we continue to study Ray Bradbury, you may notice his uses his stories to present his reoccurring fear that technology may contribute to reducing our humanity in the future. For example, as argued by Rettino, the voyeurism of the crowd has clear applications to our society in the twenty-first century (2021). When individuals or groups are in distress, pain, or need help, it’s common to see people form crowds and instinctively snap photos or record videos to post on social media before offering help, aid, or assistance. Have we become so obsessed with finding pleasure in someone’s anguish that we sacrifice our innate compassion for likes and love? Maybe this dark story highlights a psychological truth that everyone, whether they want to admit it or not, enjoys observing the pain and problems of their fellow humans. Afterall, the story ends with Spallner becoming a member of the crowd. Does Bradbury use this final act to warn us that indulging our secret desires could lead to ultimately joining forces with evil?
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