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Instructions: Answer the following exploration questions in complete sentences. In order to receive full credit, you must provide textual evidence to support/validate your responses. Upon completion, submit a link to your work on your period’s Google Class Doc. Note: “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” provides us with an opportunity to use our advanced literary skills. This activity requires you to analyze the setting, characters, plot, conflicts, thematic messages, and author’s purpose. You will also need to conceptually investigate the effects of a mob, the influences of the era (making historical connections), and make personal application(s).
1) Literary Analysis

Passage 1:

Act 1, lines 212–213

What is Tommy warning the neighbors about in this passage? 
What point is the author making about human nature, and our potential to deceive each other?
2) Passage 2:

Act 1, lines 330–343

Why do the neighbors find Les different? 
What idea about conformity and individuality is revealed through the actions of the neighbors and Les’ dialogue? 
3) Passage 3:

Act 2, lines 147–160

What does Charlie do to the dark approaching figure? 
What theme does his action suggest?

4) Passage 4:

Act 2, lines 281–292

The aliens call what happened on Maple Street “a pattern.” What does this suggest about the aliens and about humans? 
5) Passage 5:

Act 2, lines 295–302

The narrator claims that bombs, weapons, and explosions are not necessary to destroy a people, for “prejudices can kill and suspicion can destroy.” How do these closing thoughts reinforce a thematic message in the play? 

6) Understanding Plot- Identify the climax of the story. Explain why you selected this moment. Hint: Think about the arrangement of a plot diagram.
7) Critical Thinking-Identify the antagonist(s) of "The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street." Explain why you selected this individual or group of individuals.
8) Analyzing Conflict-Create a table/graphic organizer that identifies the conflicts (internal/external) in the "The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street." Specify the type of conflict, and if you believe it was a major (main) conflict or a minor one. 
9) Analyzing Conflict-Initially, the conflicts between neighbors involve only adult men. As the play progresses, however, suspicion suddenly turns toward Tommy, the young boy. What does this progression suggest about the way people handle conflict and stress? 

10) Literary Elements- How did the title of Rod Serlings' " The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street" evoke a sense of suspense?
11) Literary Elements- Identify an example of irony in "The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street."(Remember to specify the type of irony in your example and explain why it is ironic.)
12) Reading a Teleplay-Act 2, Scene 1 ends with a shot of the Maple Street sign—the same camera shot that appears in the opening of the play. Why does the director choose to repeat that camera shot? 

Dissecting the Literature

13) In "The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street," the narrator makes a powerful statement:
"The tools of conquest do not necessarily come with bombs and explosions and fallout. There are weapons that are simply thoughts, attitudes, prejudices-to be found only in the minds of men. For the record, prejudices can kill and suspicion can destroy."

What does the narrator mean? Explicate the quote and provide a thorough explanation of your response.
14) Do you agree with the narrator’s statement in question one? Explain your response.
15) The quote in question 13 summarizes a major theme of the play-suspicion and prejudice are more destructive than bombs and other weapons. List examples from the teleplay that show how suspicion can damage relationships and lead to great harm.

16) What controversial topic(s) do you think influenced Rod Serling's creation of "The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street"? (Hint: Use your responses from your recent journal entries to synthesize a strong answer that you can support with historical content.)

17) John Landis states: “Normal-looking people who behave in reprehensible ways are also referred to as ‘monsters.’ How does this statement apply to Serling’s “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street”?

18) John Landis also argues: “The main two fears are from the outside and from the inside. There are the other tribe, the other country, the other religion, the other political party. Whatever the ‘other’ is, we tend to make them monsters, and we are scared to death of them.” Again, how does this statement apply to Serling’s “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street”? Please provide textual evidence to support your answer.
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