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Please see page two for additional information about choice boards, along with helpful hints/tips for this project assignment. 

	Plot Diagram

Create a plot diagram of “The Ransom of Red Chief.” Your diagram should include all of the stages of plot (from exposition to resolution). Feel free to add graphics/illustrations to give work an artistic touch.
Resources: Plot Diagram handout, MLL pg. 26
	Newspaper Article
Imagine you are a writer for the local newspaper (Weekly Farmers’ Budget or Summit Times). You have be assigned to write a front page story about the disappearance of Johnny Dorset. You may retell the incident in your article, or choose to focus on one (or more) of the events described in the story (“The Ransom of Red Chief”). Tell the story from your point of view. Also, create additional details, include excerpts from interviews, and don’t forget to provide a resolution for your readers.
	Ransom Note
Produce a ransom note to send to old man Dorset (Ebenezer Dorset, Esq.) regarding Red Chief’s kidnapping. Please use details from the story to fabricate your demands and create your note. Remember, you can get creative, but you must stay true to the text. 

	Comic Strip
Create a comic strip for “The Ransom of Red Chief.” Your work should illustrate the major parts needed to retell this story. You may draw or use a digital generator to create your comic. Keep your work reflective and accurate of the story.
	Wanted Poster
After receiving $250 from Bill and Sam, old man Dorset decided that it would be best to still notify the law of their kidnapping attempt. Create a wanted poster of Bill and Sam that is reflective of 1910. Use details from the story to support your work.
	Movie Poster
Create a movie poster for The Ransom of Red Chief.

	Character Journal Entry
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Select a character and create a journal entry (or series of entries) written from their point of view Your entry should occur after your character has been impacted by an event listed in the story. Make sure that your work is realistically based upon your knowledge of the character. Don’t forget to include their emotions, thoughts, and/or feelings.
	Missing Poster
After Sam’s visit to Poplar Cove, he became extremely nervous about the lack of concern regarding Johnny’s disappearance. Create a missing poster of Johnny for him to secretly place around the town of Summit at midnight.  

Note: Please remember the setting (specifically the time period) of the story. Try to make your poster a realistic reflection of 1910.
	Movie Trailer
Create a movie trailer for The Ransom of Red Chief.

Note: If you select this project, you may work independently, with a partner, or in a group. If needed, you can also request a slight deadline extension. You must be able to share your work via a flash drive or dvd.
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Choice Boards

You have been assigned to select a Ransom of the Red Chief Choice Board Project to complete. For clarity, a choice board is a graphic organizer that allows students to choose how they will learn or demonstrate their knowledge/mastery of a concept. A choice board is structured like a Tic-Tac-Toe board and usually includes nine squares. Inside each square is an activity. A teacher may assign require their students to complete one or a series of activities to complete within a choice board. Regardless of the number, students are encouraged to choose the activity/activities that they believe they can complete to the best of their ability.

Requirements

All assignments should be neatly organized, structured, high in quality, free of mistakes, and project worthy. You should never attempt to complete any of my projects on notebook paper. Also, writing in pencil is unacceptable. (Note: I believe in an artist’s right to create without restrictions. If you would like to illustrate a drawing/assignment using a pencil, in certain situations, it is acceptable. If you need further clarification, please see me to discuss your idea/plan. I’m always here to help.) Tip of the Day: If it’s not your best work, think twice about turning it in. 

Background Information
"The Ransom of Red Chief" is a 1910 short story by O. Henry (William Sydney Porter). It was first published in The Saturday Evening Post. It follows two men who kidnap and attempt to ransom a wealthy Alabamian's son; eventually, the men are driven crazy by the boy's spoiled and hyperactive behavior, and pay the boy's father to take him back.

"The Ransom of Red Chief" has been adapted many times, directly and indirectly. Some direct adaptations include the 1952 television movie The Ransom of Red Chief starring Fred Allen and Oscar Levant (part of O. Henry's Full House), Le Grand Chef, a French direct adaptation made in 1959 by Henri Verneuil, a segment in the 1962 Soviet black-and-white comedy film Strictly Business by Leonid Gaidai, the 1984 opera Ransom of Red Chief  by Brad Liebl, and the 1998 television film The Ransom of Red Chief. 

Indirect adaptions include the episode "The Ransom of Red Chimp" of the 1990s Disney animated series TaleSpin and The Ransom of Rusty Rex, a segment of the 2015 anthology film Tales of Halloween. A 2015 episode of the BBC Radio 4 comedy anthology Stanley Baxter's Playhouse, titled "Two Desperate Men" after how the kidnappers sign their note, relocated the story to rural Scotland in the 1930s.[5]
More generally, the concept of a hostage becoming too much for their captors to bear has become a familiar and popular. It has been used in movies such as Too Many Crooks, Ruthless People, Dennis the Menace, The Ref,  Cohen and Tate, and Life of Crime. 
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