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by O. Henry

Name: _____________________________________________
Date: 8/17/2021

Period: ______
Instructions: 
On a separate sheet of paper, answer the following questions in PQA format (Put the Question in Your Answer).

1. What is a pseudonym?

2. Read the Author Online section on MLL pg. 47. What is William Sydney Porter’s pseudonym?

3. What was Porter’s motivation for writing stories?

4. What is something interesting that you learned about Mr. Porter?

5. Who is the narrator of “The Ransom of Red Chief”? 
6. What point of view is used to tell “The Ransom of Red Chief”? How does this point of view affect the story? (Hint: What if the point of view or narrator was changed?)
7. How does the author foreshadow that Bill and Sam’s kidnapping idea will not go as planned? (MLL pg. 48) Hint: Think about Sam’s final comment in lines 17-23 and how they are designed to affect the readers. 
8. Why did Bill and Sam think that kidnapping a kid in Summit would be a good idea? (MLL pg. 48) Food for thought: Do you think the reasoning behind their plan is sound? Why or why not?
9. Based upon the description given about Ebenezer Dorset in lines 17-23, do you think Bill and Sam selected an appropriate target? (MLL pg. 48) Hint: What do you think about Mr. Dorset’s first name?
10. Analyze and Evaluate: In your opinion, do Bill and Sam put a lot of thought into their plan? (MLL pg. 48, lines 10-23) Note: This question presents a great debate. Think about the information you discovered in question 9 and evaluate if you think the reasoning behind Bill and Sam’s plan was sound.
11. After an aggressive fight with Johnny, Bill and Sam are finally able to get him down in the bottom of their buggy. Would you classify this event as a conflict? If so, what type and why? (MLL pg. 50, lines 34-38).

12. Think about how Johnny reacted to being kidnapped. What does this say about his characteristics? (MLL pg. 50 onward, line 43). Food for Thought: He gave Bill and Sam nicknames (Old Hank and Snake-eye).
13. Around line 90, Bill has become afraid of the boy. Sam has also become very cautious in regards to Johnny. Based upon your knowledge of the two, do they match your image of kidnappers? Why or why not? 
14. Do you think Bill and/or Sam have a reason to be afraid of Johnny? Make a list or chart to collect and organize data to answer this question. Afterwards, create a response that can be supported with the textual evidence you listed. #QOTD: Would the kidnapping would have worked if the criminals were simply a little more ruthless?
15. Create a graphic organizer/chart that lists and defines the three types of irony.
	Types of Irony
	Definition

	Dramatic
	

	Situational
	

	Verbal
	


16. Reread lines 111-130. (Think about the thoughts that both Bill and Sam may be having at this moment.) What type of irony does this section of the story contain? What does the irony in this passage suggest about the outcome of Bill and Sam’s kidnapping scheme? (MLL pg. 52)
17. Create a two-column chart to list the following devices: similes, metaphors, allusions, and imagery. In the second column, provide examples (from the story) for each of the devices. (MLL pg. 53-54, lines 145-173)
	Types of Figurative Language in TROTRC
	Examples of Figurative Language

	Allusions
	

	Imagery
	

	Metaphors
	

	Similes
	


18. Originally, it was believed that Bill and Sam kidnapped Johnny. However, a series of events occurred between Johnny’s initial kidnapping and the moment Bill and Sam drafted his ransom note. Towards the end of the story, who do you think was really kidnapped? Why? (MLL pg. 54, lines 186-204) Hints: Read over the ransom note carefully. (Who is really the victim(s)?)
19. How does Bill try to resolve his conflict with Johnny? (MLL pg. 55, lines 246 onward)

20. What is an inference?
21. Why does Sam ask Bill if heart disease runs in his family? (MLL pg. 56, lines 274-275)

22. Reread the note from Ebenezer Dorset. From this passage, what can you infer about how well Mr. Dorset knows his son? (MLL pg. 57, lines 302 onward)
23. How does Mr. Dorset’s letter add an ironic climax to the plot? (MLL pg. 57)
24. Do you believe that Bill and Sam had a conflict with Mr. Dorsett? If so, who won the conflict between the kidnappers and the Johnny’s father? (MLL pg. 57)
25. How is the conflict between the men and the boy finally resolved? (MLL pg. 57)
26. Several elements of this story, including Mr. Dorset’s reaction, are not very realistic. Does this lack of realism affect your appreciation of the story?
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