Name: ________________________________Date: ______________   Class Period: __
Response to Literature – Socratic Seminar
 “The Veldt” by Ray Bradbury

After you read, generate different levels of questions and answer them, indicating where the information can be found in the text (page number, quote, etc.). Sample questions for each level are provided. The Analytical Question is a big question – one that helps us explore big ideas and themes related to the text. 

Before you read…

Ask. Think. Discuss.

Ray Bradbury is known for his short stories, especially science fiction. What are the characteristics of that genre? What are some science fiction stories or movies that you have read or seen? 

“The Veldt” was written in 1950 and deals with ideas about the role of technology. What was technology like when the piece was written? How has technology changed? 

As you read…

Highlight or place a sticky note next to any confusing passages or vocabulary. Identify the characters, the setting, the conflict, the climax, and the resolution. 
After you read…

Rather than answer a list of questions that the teacher provides, you will generate your own questions and contribute them to the group for discussion. You need to answer your questions by citing specific examples in the text (in other words, tell us what paragraph or passage, so we can follow along). 

Getting to the Big Question
	“Right There” Questions

Find the answers in the text.
	“Process” Questions

You will need to infer or process information to get the answer. 
	“Analytical” Questions

How does this connect to you, other text, or the world?

	Example: 
Why does George hesitate to lock the nursery?

Answer: The last time he locked the nursery, the kids threw tantrums. 

“You know how difficult Peter is about that. When I punished him a month ago by locking the nursery for even a few hours – the tantrum he threw! And Wendy too. They live for the nursery.”
	Example: 
How does Bradbury use simile to describe the kids? 

Answer: The kids are described as having "cheeks like peppermint candy, eyes like bright blue agate marbles.” This simile suggests they are like any typical children, sweet and innocent. There is no indication they are capable of hurting anyone. 
	Example: 

Has society helped or hindered human relationships? 
These are thoughts to ponder (think about and discuss) 

You will choose a question to answer in writing after our Socratic seminar. 

	My Question: 
Answer: 


	My Question: 
Answer:
	My Question:



SOCRATIC SEMINAR RULES
1. Agree to disagree. This is not a debate. We are not arguing with one another. The point is to share ideas and discuss the text. Respect one another. 

2. Ask relevant questions. All questions should relate to the text in some way. Even questions that make us think about other topics must be connected in some way to the text when you put the question to the group. 

3. Take turns. When a person “has the floor” they should be the only one speaking. Don’t interrupt and no side conversations. 

4. Respond to questions appropriately. Connect your response to the text and be polite. 
5. Wait time is okay. Don’t fill the void of silence with noise – fill it with your thoughtful response or another question. 

How you can respond: 
I like what _____ had to say about ____. I wonder if….

Could ______ clarify what he/she is asking? 

Can you tell us where that is in the text? 

When I read ______, it made me wonder?

That was an interesting point, however….

We may ask some questions that we can’t answer during our seminar. These questions will go into the “Parking Lot” and we will try to address them in another class period. 
The “Big” Question: 

__________________________________________________________ 

Respond to the “Big” question you selected from the Socratic seminar. You should include your own thoughts, ways to connect the idea to your own experience or relate it to your world, and refer to specific passages or ideas in the text. 
