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Ray Bradbury 
The Illustrated Man
“The Veldt” 
George and Lydia Hadley are the parents of Wendy and Peter Hadley. They spare no expense at providing their children with the best that technology can offer. Their house is completely computerized. There are machines to fry eggs, generate food, sweep the house, and bathe the children. Perhaps the most outstanding aspect of the Hadley house is the nursery; a room that turns the children's imagination to reality.
At the beginning of the story, Lydia and George step into the nursery and find an African veldt. They observe lions feeding on an unknown prey. Then, the lions charge at the couple. The Hadleys run out of the room and slam the door. Concerned with their children's imagination, they consider shutting down the nursery. The children do not agree with this and take matters into their own hands.

Instructions: 
Answer the following questions in complete sentences using Ray Bradbury’s “The Veldt.” When needed, provide textual evidence to support your answers. Submit a link to your work using your period’s Google Class Doc.
1.
Identify the protagonist(s) and antagonist(s) of the story. Explain your identifications or responses. 

2. 
Create a chart/table that identifies the conflicts in “The Veldt.” Remember to state the type, and who or what is involved in the conflict.  

3.
What is the setting of this story?

4.
Who are the characters of the story?

5.
What kind of relationship is there between the children and their parents? 
6.
Why is the nursery more important to the children than their parents? 
7.
Why does the children’s preference for the nursery worry their parents? Think about why the children go into hysterics in the story.
8.
What personal belongings do George and Lydia find in the nursery?

9.
The Hadleys’ house spoils them. How does this affect each character? (Pro Tip: Create a chart/table to present your answer.)
10.
Why do George and Lydia finally realize that the screams in the nursery were so familiar? What happens to George and Lydia? Why?
11.
Identify examples (four) of foreshadowing in the story. (Pro Tip: Create a chart/table to present your answer.)
12.
 Think about the story’s resolution. How does the author provide the characters with traits/qualities to advance the plot and support his thematic messages? (You can choose to select one specific character or discuss multiple people from the story.)

13.
After reading this story, what do you think the author’s attitude toward technology is? Is it a blessing or a curse?

14.
How is “abandonment” a theme in this story? Who is abandoned? Is there more than one abandoned character?

15.
What warning(s) do you think Bradbury is giving his readers?

16.
What thematic messages can you derive from this story?

17.
If you had to select an “immortal line” from this story, what would it be, and why?

Extended Learning

The rise in the popularity of television had a direct influence on Bradbury’s creation of “The Veldt.” At the time the story was written, many American families were acquiring their first television sets, and no one was sure exactly how this new technology would impact the relationships among family members. Some people were afraid that watching too much television would lead to the total breakdown of the family unit. This fear is directly reflected in “The Veldt.” In the story, Bradbury heightens the odds by creating a machine that not only allows children to detach emotionally from their parents, but one that can also physically destroy the parents as well. 

18.
In our present times, what current technologies create generation gaps? Think about your interactions with your friends, family members, and other individuals in our society.
19.
 What concerns do parents have today about their children and technology? Are these concerns legitimate?

20.
“The Veldt" was published originally as "The World the Children Made" in the September 23, 1950 issue of The Saturday Evening Post, later republished in the 1951 anthology The Illustrated Man. “Peter Pan” is believed to have a strong influence on Bradbury creation of this story. What similarities can you identify between “The Veldt” and “Peter Pan”?

21.
How is this story’s depiction of imagination, and the uses of fantasy/imagination by children, similar/different to “The Rocket”?

22.
What pieces of irony does Bradbury include in “The Veldt”? Think about the name of the house, the cost, and its capabilities.

23.
Authors often put their own ideas in the voice of a character.  Which character do you believe speaks for Bradbury?  
24.
If you were Mr. McClean, what advice would you have given the Hadleys in regards to dealing with their children?
25.
In both “Zero Hour” and “The Veldt,” Bradbury creates parents who make common mistakes with raising their children.  What are some of the errors that Bradbury believes parents regularly make? Do you agree with his beliefs? 

Hint: Think about how the Hadleys continued to allow their children to play in the nursery even after they realized that there was something wrong with it. When their children broken into the locked nursery, why did the parents go back to sleep even though they knew the children disobeyed their direct orders? Why did Lydia beg for the children to have one more time to play in the nursery? Did they focus more on spoiling them or being parents? Did the Hadleys make the mistake of thinking that spoiling their children would make them great parents? How did this backfire on them?
26.
“The Veldt” was published in 1951; however, the story predicts what family life and technology would be like in the 21st century. What predictions were correct? Which ones were incorrect?
1

